Labelling
Definition: 

To attach meaning or definition to someone, e.g. teacher might label student as thick, trouble maker or hard working
Labelling in primary school

	Ray Rist (1970)

Study of American kindergarten
	· Study of American kindergarten
· Teacher used info about children’s home background & appearance to place them in separate groups seating them each on separate tables

· Tigers (fast learners) tended to be middle-class & neat & clean appearance

· Clowns & cardinals (less able) more likely to be working-class
· Clowns & cardinals seated further away from teacher, lower level books to read & fewer opportunities to demonstrate their abilities

	Rachel Sharp & Tony Green (1975)

Mapledene Primary School
	· Mapledene, child-centred primary school where children allowed to choose activities for themselves at own pace
· Teachers believed that child would seek help when ready to move on & others would engage in compensatory play

· In practice, middle-class children, who started reading earlier gained help & working class children ignored


Labelling in secondary school

	Howard Becker (1971)

Chicago High School
	· Interviewed 60 Chicago high school teachers

· Found that they judged pupils according to how closely they fitted image of ‘ideal pupil
· Pupil’s work, conduct & appearance influenced judgement
· Middle class closest to ideal, working class furthest away & labelled as badly behaved

	Aaron Cicourel & John Kitsuse (1963)

Educational Counsellors in US
	· Study of educational counsellors in US who decided which students would get onto courses preparing them for higher education
· Counsellors claimed to judge students according to ability, but in reality largely judged on social class/ race

· When students had similar grades, more likely that middle-class students seen as having college potential


Disadvantages of Labelling

	Nell Keddie (1971)

High & low status knowledge
	· Observed classes in comprehensive school
· Pupils streamed, but courses covered same content

· Higher streams taught abstract, theoretical higher status knowledge; less able were given descriptive, commonsense, low status knowledge

	David Gillborn & Deborah Youdell (2001)

Perceived ability & streaming
	· Working-class & black pupils less likely to be perceived as having ability and more likely to be placed in lower sets and entered for lower tier GCSEs. 



Self-fulfilling Prophecy
Definition: 

Prediction that comes true, simply by the virtue of having made it. 
Process: 

1. Teacher labels pupil and on basis of label makes predictions about him/her
2. Teacher treats pupil accordingly, acting as if prediction already true (i.e. expecting high standard of work etc.)

3. Pupil internalises teacher’s expectations, which becomes part of self-concept & becomes pupil that teacher predicts
Studies of the Self-fulfilling Prophecy
	Robert Rosenthal &
Leonora Jacobson (1968)

Teacher’s Expectations
	· Californian primary school

· Told teachers they had predictive test to tell them which students would spurt (in fact standard IQ test)

· Tested pupils & at random chose 20% and said they were spurters

· One year later ½ of those identified as spurters had made significant progress

· Concluded that teachers’ beliefs about pupils had influenced the way they treated them (body language, attention, encouragement) & led to self-fulfilling prophecy

	Howard Becker (1971)
Consequences of Streaming
	· Working-class children likely to be disadvantaged by streaming

· Once streamed, very difficult to move up to higher stream
· Children locked into teachers’ low expectations

· ‘get the message’ that teachers have written them off as no-hopers which leads to underachievement

	J. Douglas (1964)

IQ & Streaming
	· Middle-class children likely to benefit from streaming
· Likely to be placed in higher streams, reflecting teachers’ view of them as ideal pupil

· Develop more positive self-concept, gain confidence, work harder & improve grades

· Pupils placed in higher stream at age 8 improved their IQ score by age 11; pupils placed in lower streams at age 8 decrease IQ score by age 11



Pupil Subcultures
Definition:

A pupil subculture is a group of pupils who share similar values and behaviour patterns. Pupil subcultures often emerge as a response to the way pupils have been labelled and in particular as a reaction to streaming. 
How do pupil subcultures emerge?
Differentiation:

Is the process of teachers categorising pupils according to how they perceive their ability, attitude and/ or behaviour. Streaming is a form of differentiation.
Polarisation:

Is the process in which pupils respond to streaming by moving towards one of two opposite ‘poles’ or extremes.
Pro- and Anti-School Subculture

Describe Colin Lacey’s (1970) study. Detail the reactions of the boys in both subcultures and the consequences of their behaviour. What did the study conclude?

Pupils in high streams (largely middle-class) remained committed to school values, gained status through academic success, formed pro-school culture

Pupils in low streams (largely working-class) suffered loss of self-esteem, label of failure pushed them to search alternative ways of gaining status – criticised, rejected or sabotaged system that places them in inferior position – anti-school culture, gaining status among peers by cheeking teacher, truanting, not doing homework, smoking, drinking or stealing (self-fulfilling prophecy of educational failure)

All boys were successful at primary school & 15% of towns elite to pass 11+, by second year many boys distinctly anti-school, physical reactions to failure such as insomnia & bed-wetting
Abolishing Streaming

Does abolishing streaming create equal opportunities for students? Why/ why not? Give details of Stephen Ball’s (1981) research.

· Analysed Beachside, a comprehensive that was in the process of abolishing banding/ streaming in favour of mixed-ability teaching; 

· Polarisation into sub-cultures largely removed

· Differentiation & self-fulfilling prophecy continued, teachers more likely to label middle-class students as cooperative & able & they were consequently more likely to get better exam results

Alternative Responses to Pupil Subcultures
What other responses to labelling & streaming apart from pupil subcultures did Peter Woods (1979) find in his research?

1. ingratiation: being the teacher’s pet
2. ritualism: going through the motions and staying out of trouble

3. retreatism: daydreaming and mucking about

4. rebellion: outright refection of everything the school stands for

Two Criticisms of Labelling Theory

1. Labelling theory has been accused of determinism. Assumes that pupils who are labelled have no choice but to fulfil the prophecy and will inevitably fail. Studies such as Mary Fuller’s (1984) show that this isn’t always true.
2. Marxists also criticise labelling theory for ignoring the wider structures of power within which labelling takes place. Labelling theory tends to blame teachers for labelling pupils, but fails to explain why they do so. Marxists argue that labels are not merely the result of teachers’ individual prejudice, but stem from the fact that teachers work ina system that reproduces class divisions. 
Educational Triage

Triage means literally ‘sorting’. The term is normally used to describe the process on battlefields or in major disasters whereby medical staff decide who is to be given scarce medical resources. Medics have to sort casualties into three categories:

1. the ‘walking wounded’ who can be ignored because they will survive

2. those who will die anyway who will also be ignored

3. those with a chance of survival, who are given treatment in the hope of saving them

The policy of publishing league tables creates what Gillborn and Youdell (2000) call the ‘A-to-C Economy’. This is a system in which schools rations their time, effort and resources, concentrating them on those pupils they perceive as having the potential to get five grade Cs at GCSE and so boost the school’s league table position. Gillborn & Youdell argue that the A-to-C economy produces educational triage. Schools categorise pupils into

1. those who will pass anyway

2. hopeless cases

3. those with potential that need support

Teachers do this using notions of ability in which working-class and black pupils are labelled as lacking ability. As a result they are classified as hopeless cases and ignored. This produces a self-fulfilling prophecy and failure. 

Quick Check Questions
1. Explain the difference between labelling and the self-fulfilling prophecy.

2. State two criticisms of labelling theory.

3. Identify two characteristics of pro-school subculture.

4. Suggest one reason for why anti-school subculture develops. 

5. Explain what is meant by ‘educational triage’.
